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2 AM very nale concerned to know 
JS whether you are really Dr. Codex in diſ- 
WT, guiſe, or a Perſon retained in his Ser- 
E vice only to do ſome ſmall Drudgeries 
for his Reverence. The World, indeed, 
is apt to think, that the Great Doctor himſelf has 
condeſcended at laſt, to turn Advocate and plead 


his own Cauſe : And indeed, whoever is throughly 


acquainted with the Doctor, will quickly find him | 


out by his white Bears, ſome quaint Turns, and 


technical Terms, that are a kind of Shibboleth, 
which diſtinguiſh the Doster from the reſt of his 


Neighbours. 


No R is the Doctor a at all to be blamed * draw- 
ing his Sword in his own Defence; which makes 
me wonder that he chuſes to appear in Maſquerade, 

1 . 1 | as 


Lad. 
as if he was aſhamed of what he is about : for who 
ſo proper to tell his own Tale, as his own dear 
ſelf, if he would but faithfully do it? But the miſ- 
chief of it is, the Doctor is generally in Armour; 


and we ſeldom diſcern pure Nature in him, his 


Tongue and Thoughts not always agreeing in the 
ſame Sentiments, but as diſtant often as the two 
Pages. This we ſhall come to ſee more of by and 
by, when we examine his artful Treatiſe, or cun- 
ningly-deviſed Fable. . 5 

As Ambition is my dear Doctor's prevail- 
ing Paſſion, he is careful never to want ſome 
E Tools to work with, to bring his Ends a- 

ut. Cunning is an Engine he has always ready 
at hand for this purpoſe; and no Man certainly 
has ever made greater Advantage of this uſeful 
Machine; tho? I muſt tell him at the ſame time, 
that he is very often diſcovered under his Mask, 


which perhaps he ſhall hear of a little more here- 
after. In his Modeſt Reply, which contains his 


Defence in the preſent Diſpute, he has given us a 
notable Specimen of his great Dexterity this way; 


and ſnews himſelf, I confeſs, a clever Fencer, in 


uarding againſt the moſt dangerous Strokes in the 

tter to Dr. Codex, by ſeeming only to deny, 
what he dares not expreſly diſown, (which ſhews 
however, that he has ſtill ſome little Modeſty left;) 


and tempting thereby his Reader, to believe, from 


his artful Stile and Manner of Writing, that he 
was not privy to the famous Advertiſement in the 
Journal, ſo much taken Notice of; yet, at the 


ſame time, is careful to avoid denying it in plain 


Terms, which might have been done with much 
leſs pains. TP | 

 H1s Hireling indeed ſays, pag. 4. of the Mo- 
deft Reply, (if Dr. Codex himſelf does not dict ate 
here behind the Curtain) that he is credibly infor * 
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22 „ 
ed, that Dr. Codex knew nothing of it till he read it 
in the Journal. een ene | 


CRRDAT Ju pus APELLA, 


What a notable Salvo have we here! Cou'd 
not this ſame Scribler, that attempts thus to put out 
both our Eyes, and impoſe on Mankind, ſpeak di- 
rectly to the Point ; and inſtead of ſaying he is cre- 
dibly informed, as eaſily have told us, poſitively, 
that Dr. Codex, (from whom it is plain he had all 


his Materials) did not know any thing of it till it 


was publiſhed ? 
No, but that would not do quite fo well; for 


here is now a good Back-Door open for the Doctor 


to get out at, which would have been very much 
wanted, had he ſpoke authoritatively from the 
Doctor himſelf : For tho? it ſhould hereafter plain- 
Iy appear, that Dr. Codex did not only know 
of the Advertiſement, but paid for it too, and he 


ſhould happen on this ſcore to be charged with a 
| Falſhood ; then the Doctor comes cleverly off, and 


tells you, that he, for his part, never denied it, 
and that it is not fair to make him accountable for 
the lying Apologies of pretended Friends; that if 


it was a Lye, it was another Man's, and none of 


his: That he has Sins enough of his own to anſwer 


for, and that it is barbarous therefore to charge a 


Man, already loaded with Guilt enough, with more 
Sins than fairly belong to him. 5 
Ix the mean time, till ſuch a full Difcovery is 


made, Dr. Codex has a Chance to be believed, from 


his ambiguous Expreſſions, that he really was igno- 
rant of the publiſhing this Advertiſement, becauſe 
his Advocate has told us, he had been credibly in- 
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[6] 
A notable Advocate indeed; to undertake the 
confuting a Fact in ſuch a manner! What makes 


him venture abroad without proper Vouchers? 


Why does he offer to plead without better .Evi- 
dence to ſupport his Cauſe, and proſtitute his Pen 
i ſo vile a Wannen | | 
Wu o hindred him, I pray, from going direc! 
to Dr. Codex, (who, no doubt, would have graciouſ- 
ly received him on ſuch a comfortable Errand) 
and getting from him proper Vouchers and Atteſ- 
tations of the Truth? He might then have told us 
in plain Engliſb, and not in round- about Words, 
that Dr. Codex, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, diſowned 
the Advertiſement ; that he had it from his own 
Mouth, which to be ſure never told a Lye, and 
| 2 he allowed him to make publick Proclamation 
ot it. | 
TA 18 had been acting above-board,like a plain, 
honeſt Man, without any Tricks or Legerdemain, 
and giving us ſome Proofs of that Honour and Inte- 
griiy, which Dr. Codex, or his Advocate for him, 
. ſays be diſcover' d in his early Days at Oxford, What 


pity is it thoſe excellent Qualities did not grow up- 


- with him: But it happens often that the good Seed 
is choaked with Pleaſures, or worldly Cares; we 
mult not therefore wonder at it in the preſent Caſe. 
Tx next Edition of this venerable Apology 
for the Doctor, will, I hope, ſupply all Defects, 
and in Large Capitals aſſure us of Pr. Codex's In- 
nocence and Integrity, as to the publick Adver- 
tiſement, from his own Mouth. * 


M y next Remark is much of the ſame Nature 


with the former, In pag. 18. of the Modeſt Reply, 


we find Dr. Codex again, or his Advocate for him, 
nibling at a Denial; yet it muſt be owned, with 
ſome ſmall Remains of Modeſty, for he does not- 


venture to ſpeak out: therefore ſomething like an 
| Tn 
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Untruth, without being downright ſo, muſt be put 
into the Mouth of one of his falſe Prophets, who 
_ endeavours again to deceive the Reader with falſe 


Appearances. 


Fon Dr. Codex being charged with writing a remar- 


kable Letter to the Clergy, in 1722, wherein were 


ſome ſhocking Expreſſions, highly derogating from 


the Honour and Dignity of his Majeſty, in mak- 
ing the King the Executor only of the Biſhops Will 


and Pleaſure ; which might bear hard upon the 


Doctor, under a Miniſtry leſs tender and compaſ- 
ſionate than ours: what does the worthy Doctor 
now ſay, in anſwer to this Charge ! which would 
make ſome Men tremble, that had not as good 
Nerves and Spirits, or as tender a Conſcience as 


this Godly Man? Why he calmly wipes his Mouth, 
and ſays, pag. 13. That he need make no Reply, be- 


cauſe by. this Time the Writer to Dr. Codex, may 
have had as good Information as he could give him, 


' that he was indiſputably not the Author of that Let- 


ter; and then triumphs, as if he had conquer'd 
with this good-for-nothing Argument. Whereas I 
dare ſay, the Writer of that Letter to Dr. Codex, 
is {till in the ſame Sentiments, and verily believes 
Dr. Codex to be the Author of it : And, which. is 
{ſtill more, there is no manner of doubt, but that 


Dr. Codex himſelf believes that the Author has not 


chang'd his Mind a tittle, and all the time, perhaps, 
knows himſelf to be the true Author of it. 
Bur the Doctor muſt not hope to eſcape thus, 


by his little Sophiſtry, and evaſive way of talking: 


If the Doctor is innocent in this Caſe, why does 


he not directly deny the, Charge? Why does not 
this notable Advocate of his come furniſh'd with 
% =. oo io tas es 85 
| Way does he not help Dr. Codex out in the 
main Point, anſwer for him directly, and confute 
5 e 1 


1 
the Fact he is charged with, with ſolid Proofs, or 
ſtrong Denials, at leaſt? No doubt he has eaſy 


and frequent Acceſs to the Doctor, who has ſpread 


his beſt Reaſons before him, to convince the Worl 
of his great Innocence. | | 
| Can he vainly imagine, when the Diſpute is 


wholly about a Fact which can fo eaſily be decided, 


that we muſt give up our Judgments upon his 
Suppoſals only, or his bare ſaying, that he does not 
believe that Dr. Codex writ it? TT 

Ir he would have us believe him upon ſuch 
Night Evidence, let him take off his Mask, and ſhew 
his Face publickly, that we may know what to 
think of him. Some Men carry a Lye in their 
very Countenances, as one of King Charles's Jeſters 
us'd to ſay of his own Brother. Let him ſhew 
himſelf then openly, that we may learn ſomething 
from his Features, and ſee how far we may truſt 
him from an honeſt Countenance, if he has it. 

UNDER his preſent Diſguiſe we don't know 
what to make of him ; and as for his Writings, we 
find nothing in them to demand our Aſſent; fo 
poor Dr. Codex muſt remain charged, juſt as he 


was, till he can find ſome better Arguments to 


ſupport his drooping Cauſe. FE 
But what if the Doctor ſhou'd at laſt be forc'd, 


out of his Circle of Evaſions, where he has lain ſo 


long fortified and intrench*d, and ſhou'd appear to 


be the very Letter-Writer himſelf? what will the 


poor Man do then ? What kind of Logick will he 


find out, to clear himſelf from the heavy Reproach 


that muſt befall him? It will put him, I fear, to 


his Trumps, and employ all his Skill in Sophiſtry 


how to eſcape ; tho' he is acknowledged by all, to 
have Talents admirably adapted this way, to have 


an uncommon Share of woridly Wiſdom, and to be 


really the moſt compleat Maſter of Arts we know. 


AND 
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Ap indeed he has ſhewn ſome maſterly Strokes 
of Policy, in diſowning, in that ſoft delicate manner 
he has done, his Publiſhing that memorable Letter 
to the Clergy 3 wherein we find the moſt ſhocking 
Expreſſions, which may poſſibly ſome time or other 
ſtagger all his Politicks, and draw a ſevere Venge- 
ance after them, as bearing a Senſe not very much 
to Dr. Codex's advantage. 

Is it any wonder then, that ſuch bold Language 
alarms the watchful Guardians of the Throne, and 
tempts them to look back on the daring and dange- 
rous ſteps of ſome former Prelates, the very prou- 
deft of whom, never aſpir'd to ſuch an exceſſive 
pitch of Vanity and Ambition, as to dare to call 


our Kings, Executors of their Will and Pleaſure. 


A BoNN ER or Lavup themſelves, were never 


fired with ſo much Pride, nor drunk with ſuch 


frantick Power: is it not time therefore to curb 
ſuch aſpiring Thoughts in any, out of meer Re- 


_ ſpect and Tenderneſs to the Church, as wounding 
it to the quick with ſuch dangerous Arrows, and 


reflecting thereby the greateſt Diſhonour on the 
whole Body of the Clergy, whoſe Temper and 
Spirit is too often judg'd of by their Superiors, 


and who may come hereafter, in ſome Reign leſs diſ- 


cerning than this, which will always I am ſure pay 


a juſt regard to the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Church, to ſuffer thro? the Pride, Raſhneſs and III - 


Conduct of one violent and unmanageable Leader. 
Lr not then Dr, Codex over-value himſelf for 


his fine Declamation, and affected Zeal for the 


Clergy, in hopes of ingaging them by his flatter- 
ing Speeches to be of his Party, and Sharers in his 
Cauſe. They may comfort themſelves that their caſe 
is no way affected in the preſent Diſpute, nor was 
the leaſt Reflection ever intended on that — 
" i "ol 
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and Reverend Body, but on the Abuſe of Power; 
which is a Crime that reaches but very few of them. 

IT is inſufferable Pride then, and Vanity in Dr. 
Codex, to apply his Caſe to the whole Body; to fore- 
tell any Injury to the Church, from his own Diſgrace 
or Fall; or to imagine the Rights of the Clergy 
won'd be in the leaſt invaded, were he never ſuffer d 
to come near the Helm, or have the leaſt ſhare in 
conducting Affairs of the Church. 

As for the toil this poor labouring Man com- 
plains of, in bearing the Heat and Burden of the 
Day; I dare ſay he has the hearty conſent of all, ex- 
cept a few Creatures and Dependents of his own, tg 
retire into Shades and Deſarts, and to grow cool 
there as ſoon as he pleaſes ; few 1 believe will be- 
moan the loſs; or attempt to bring him back 
again. 

Even amongſt the Clergy thernſelves, I'm con- 
fident there are not many to be found, who wou'd 
not think his Retreat a Bleſſing to the World that 
wou' d not much rather chuſe to ſhelter themſelves 
under the Eye and Protection of. the Publick Mini- 
ſters, than look for ſafety under his Wing, that ſel- 
dom ſhelters any but meer Creatures of his own; 
who have Merit enough always for being ſo, whilſt 
others remain worthleſs and unpardonable Offen- 
ders, for wanting the grand Qualification of being 


in his Eſteem. (Which, I ſuppoſe, he thinks pre- 
ferable to all other Excellencies :) Let their Merit 


be never ſo conſpicuous in the eyes of the reſt of 
the World, who have the misfortune it ſeems not to 
ſee half ſo clear as this ſame famous Doctor. 

I am ſure I know ſome of the King's beſt 


Friends, and whom Dr. Codex himſelf has long 


| known to be ſo too, who are always treated by 
him with the utmoſt Neglect, in defiance too of 
ny excellent Virtues, that always adorn them ; 

merely 
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merely becauſe Dr. Codex, for ſome private Rea- 
ſons of his own, which are not always the moſt con- 
vincing, does not think fit to like them: with a 
condemning Shrug, a Sneer perhaps, or learned 


TLoſs of the Chin, he pronounces their Doom, and 


thus felicly confutes all that can be ſaid in their fa- 


vour. It is enough for this impartial Judge with 


a ſolemn Air and wry Mouth to ſay, be can't an- 


fwer for them; and he thinks this Reaſon good, and 
ſtrong enough, and ſufficient Evidence to convict 
and condemn ſuch, whom others generally think 
worthy of the greateſt Regard, Whilſt othersa- 
gain, whoſe Names are only known by his Favour, 
become Great and Illuſtrious by the mere Fiat of 
the great Dr. Codex, as if he were able to "inſpire 
Merit with a Smile, No matter how empty and 


_unfurniſh*d they are, one kind Look from this learn- 


ed Don ſupplies all Defects, diſperſes the thickeſt 
Clouds of Darkneſs and Ignorance, and gives a 
ſtamp of Learning and Reputation in an inftant. 

I wou*p by no means then, have my Friend 
Dr. Codex, value himſelf too much on the faithful 


diſcharge of the Truſt and Confidence repos'd in 
him; which the greateſt Part of the World have a 


quite different Opinion of. 
BELIEVE me, Sir, both the King and the Church 


had been much better ſerv'd, had Dr. Codex never 
been thought of, or never been in play at all ; who 
has never yet practis-d but one part of the Game, 


and that far from being the beſt. 

Bur the Doctor boaſts of ſome notable skill this 
way, and mighty knowledge of Men and Manners 
above others; which makes him boldly challenge 


the Chair, and Precedence on this account. But, 


pray, good Sir, what is there ſo abſtruſe in this 


mighty Theologico-Political Science, that a Lord- 
: Chancellor, or other Miniſter of State, can't as ea- 


ſily 


E 


ſily penetrate as Dr. Codex ? Are not the Merits of 


the Clergy, as open to their Eyes as his? Can't 


they as eaſily know, whether they are well- affected 
to the Government or not? Can't they as readily 
diſcern their ſeveral Talents and Abilities, and have 
quick and faithful Information from their ſeveral 


Pariſhes if they pleaſe, not by the help of merce- 


nary Spies, but from Men of Senſe and Honour in 
their Neighbourhood, with what Fidelity they diſ- 
charge their Truſt; which is a method Queen Anne 
often took, without the help of any Eccleſiaſtical 
Director, or Superintendant over her. 

Can*T a Man be able to tell, without the Brains 
of Dr. Codex, whether a Miniſter adorns his Pro- 
feſſion with ſound Doctrine? With a holy Life and 


Converſation ? Whether he preaches uſefully and 


affectionately, prays devoutly, and lives peaceably 
and inoffenſively ? Can't any Man be a judge, as 
well as Dr. Codex, whether a Clergyman be meek 


and humble, civil, affable and obliging ? Whether 


he be kind or charitable to the Poor, a lover of 


Mercy, Charity and good Works; where is the 


mighty Secret in all this? Is this ſuch a mighty ab- 
ſtruſe Science that the Laity muſt not peep into it; 


ſuch as even a Lord-Chancellor of the moſt univer- - 


ſal Knowledge and fineſt Accompliſhments, muſt 
not dare to give his Opinion of? e 
BuT pray what great Underſtanding is required 
for this, and what is there belonging to a Clergyman 
or even a Biſhop himſelf, that a Perfon thus inrich*d 


with the nobleſt Endowments, can't much better 
judge of than Dr. Codex, who has not all theſe good 


Qualities yet to boaft of? 


Ar, but ſays the learned Doctor, this is break - 
ing in upon our Office; which is not be endur'd, 
for we are they that ought to ſpeak ;, who'is Lord over 
us? And if a Lord-Chancellor ſhall venture to re- 


commend a Clergyman to the Bench of Biſhops, 
why 
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f ſtical Affairs, are generally ſo well vers d in Divinity, 


[ 13 
why ſhou'd not the Clergy then in their turn, by a 
ook of Reaſon, be allow'd to, recommend Lawyers 
to fit on the Bench of Judges ? 

SounDLY argu*d indeed! See how the Doctor 
winches now he is touch'd to the quick, and his 
Dominion in ſome danger; he is not willing, I find, 
yet to give up the Reins, and fights bravely to 
preſerve his Province; he has rid long, and loves 
the Excerciſe,. and does not care to be diſmounted. 

Bur Doctor, let me tell you, your Logick here 
fails you a little, there being no manner of reſem- 
blance between the two Caſes you offer : for it does 


by no means follow, as you argue to ſupport your 


Power, that. becauſe a great Lawyer is able to 
judge of the Abilities of Clergymen ; that the Cler- 
gy may make as fair a Judgment of the abilities 
of Men in their Profeſſion; and ſo recommend 
Judges, as you plead : becauſe a certain eminent 
Lawyer of the firſt Rank, for Honour, Character 


and Station, has preſum'd to recommend a Biſhop 
without the aid and aſſiſtance of Dr. Codex, as his 
proper and Spiritual Guide. 


Bu r, good Sir, let us talk this Matter over calmly 


a little. Do the Clergy ever apply themſelves to the 
Study of the Common Law; or rather, are they 
not wholly ignorant of it? Wich what face then, 
|  wou'd you have them ſet up for proper Judges of 
f : 2008 they know nothing of, by their own Con- 
fle ilion. 


Bor Divinity i is the common Study, and in ſome 


© ſenſe the very Profeſſion of us all ; which makes it 
+ ſq univerſally known, eſpecially amongſt Men of 
Letters and good Education. And ſo far is this 
Knowledge from being confin'd to any particular 
Set of Men, as the Law is, that I will venture to 
+ ſay, that the Gentlemen of the Long- Robe, whom 


Dr. Codex unjuſtly blames for meddling in Eccleſi- 
that 


TB 


nat I ſhou'd have but a very indifferent Opinion © of 
any one amongſt them, that was not able to judge 


of the proper Qualifications even of a Biſhop him- 
felf ; whilſt at the ſame time no Biſhop amongſt us, 
is able, for want of Skill and Knowledge in their way, 
to make any tolerable Judgment of the qualifications 


of a Lawyer, or know who is fit to fit upon their 
Bench. 


Bor tho' we ob d not allow this Knowledge to 
all of that Profeſſion, yet we can't in juſtice deny 


it to that noble Peer, who with an uncommon Luſtre 


adorns the higheſt Place amongſt them; whoſe ex- 


tenſive Knowledge is equal even to his Eloquence, 
which has fo long charm'd the Bar, which 1s the 


higheft Character any one can give it; neither of 


which can be excell'd, but by that great Humanity 
and Sweetneſs of Temper, which is ſo peculiar to 
himſelf, and gives a grateful reliſh to his other Per- 
fections. 


A PzrsoN thus qualified we muſt all allow 


equa] to the higheſt Truſts, which one of his great 
Senfe and Temper can't fail to manage with the 
greateſt Judgment, Equity and Candour, without 
the unnatural mixture of Heat, or Prejudice, or 
Envy, of Pride or Ambition, which too often attend 
Recommendations even from the Clergy themſelves, 
and fink or eclipſe many a fair Character amongſt 
them. Who fo fit, I ſay, as a Perſon thus qualified 
to preſide in Church-Affairs, whoſe Excellencies are 
ſo great, that I can't do Dr. Codex a greater Service, 
than by ſetting ſuch a glorious Conſtellation of the 
moſt amiable Qualities as adorn this ILLUSTRIOUS 
P RsoxN before his Eyes, as an excellent Pattern 
for his Imitation; which from him perhaps may 
come to be copied out into the Lives of others. 
Talents and Abilities of ſuch a Rank, more eaſily 
lead this noble Peer into the true * and Merits 
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> Health and Peace of Society, 


of the Clergy, than all the boaſted Skill and Know- 
ledge of Dr. Codex, who is not obſerv'd to be very. 
quick-fighted in diſcerning true Merit. | 


Bor can't the Doctor, the better to ſupply all 


defects of perſonal Knowledge, have large Accounts 
from his truſty. Spies and Informers abroad? Yes, 
no doubt, from ſuch Creatures as theſe, I confeſs 
he may have Stories by hundreds; but Truth, I 
believe ſeldom runs in ſuch a muddy Channel, For 
if I am rightly inform'd, the Perſons that viſited 
Dr. Codex twice a Week with lagre budgets of ſecret. 
Intelligence, (whether true or falſe, is no great mat- 
ter, when a Licence is once got for carrying on this 
clandeſtine Trade) are no way eminent themſelves 
for any extraordinary Qualities ; and it is not very 
likely that they ſhou'd become Patrons of Virtue, of 
Learning or Piety, by recommending any that 
ſhou'd outſhine themſelves, and ſo put them to the 


; Bluſh by expoſing their own Nakedneſs and Folly. 


No 1s this the worſt of it; but the Doctor him- 


f ſelf muſt be ſadly impos'd on by theſe ſorry News- 


mongers, who are forc'd to oblige their Patron 
with weekly Inventions of their own, for want of 
Truth, which they are not able to get at ; beinga 
ſort of Vermin that live only upon Filth, upon 
Scandal and Lyes, and are generally ſhunn'd and 
deteſted by all Mankind, as deſtructive to the 


7 * 


Bur as for the Lord-Chancellor and other Pub- 


> lick Miniſters, they ſcorn ſuch baſe low Arts; and 


having all the advantages of a free, open and gene- 
rous Converſation, they more eaſily come at the 


true knowledge of the Clergy, than even any of 


their own Rank and Order, with their retir'd Life 


f can poſſibly do; and by theſe eaſy Channels more 


eaſily convey to the Royal Ear, the juſt Characters and 
Pretenſions of the Clergy, than they do themſelves; 
: T | who 


[ x6 ] 

who are not always obſerv*d to be true and juſt ta 
one another, or to have ſuch a regard to proper 
Characters and Merit, as they ought ; but to betray 
generally much more Prejudice, Paſſion and Parti- 


ality than Laymen do, which has brought no ſmall 


diſhonour on the Church. ” 
Bur to go on with our Author; we find him p. 18. 


of the Modeſt Reply, ſtruggling hard for Dr. Codexs 


Political Character; but here again appears ſome- 


thing of the old Game and fallacious Arguing. He 


ſays, it was at his firſt admiſſion into College, or 
ſhortly after, that he was required to take the 


Oaths, and that out of Religious Tenderneſs, 


(which it were to be wiſh'd, he had ſhown in ſome 


other Parts and Inſtances of his Life) he enquir'd 
farſt into the Nature of the Oath he was to take, 


and made proper Applications to be inform*d about 


it. Now all this looks mighty well, but if I am not 
very much miſinform'd, this did not happen at his 
. firſt Admiſſion, but ſome Years after; when he 


vas ſtrong and luſty enough to fight his own Bat- 
tles, to diſpute hard for his Opinion, and manage 
the Controverſy with dint of Argument; when he 


beſtirr'd himſelf in ſpreading his Notions, when he, 
writ down his Reaſons for refufing the Oaths, and 


very loyally diſpers'd them all about for the con- 
viction of others. N 1 | 
Nox do] pretend there is any harm in all this 
before his Converſion ; but pray why will not good 
Dr. Codex give the ſame Quarter and Indulgence 


to another in Divinity, as we allow him in Poli- 


ticks? Why is he ſo ſevere upon a worthy Clergy- 
man for any odd Opiniens he held fifteen Years 
ago? Shou'd we ſuppoſe he had any ſuch at that 


time (which I am ſure the Doctor as cunning as he 

is, knows nothing of, and is all, I dare ſay, a mere 

Fiction to ſerve a preſent Turn) why may we nol 
| TT allow 
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6 allow him, I fay to change his Opinion upon as 
„ huoneſt Principles as Dr. Codex has chang'd his 

.ind in Politicks ; and if he thinks it 4a Hardſbip 
and piece of Injaſtice to be expos*d for any former O- 
> pinions and Paſſages of his Life above thirty Years 
2: old, is it not, think you, as criminal in him, to 


; look back fifteen Years into the ſecret paſſages of 
, 2 Clergyman's Life ? which is time enough for any 
. x Man to change his Opinions in, had he ever been 
. Posoſſeſs'd of bad ones (which is far from being this 
8 3 Clergyman's caſe) and to be prying into a Private 
Converſation of ſo old a date, on purpoſe to fit out 
6 matter for a malicious Charge and Accuſation, at 
d this time, againſt a worthy and eminent Divine, 
23 a dorn'd with many ſkining Virtues, worthy even of 
64 Dr. Cogex's Imation... apa re. 
* 5 . WHo is ſafe upon theſe Terms? We muſt now carry 
— Guards and Vouchers about us, to be ſecur'd from 


all ſecret ſtabs in Converſation, and have the daily 
43 Journals of our Lives well-atteſted. But ſuppoſing 
the Charge ſhou'd he mage good by the help of 
? 2? fecretSpies and Informers,(who by their honourable 
be 3 Office and Employment, we may be ſure, are all | 
a Men of undoubted Credit and Reputation in the 
World) yet why ſhou'd this blemiſh any Man's 
Character at ſuch a diſtance ? For. how many Con- 
verts do we know, and I hope real ones too, in half 
that time, both ip Religion and Politicks ! But 
2 what a diſcouragement will it be to others, ſhould 
2 Charge be form'd againſt them all, for any former 
Opinions of ſo old a Be En me rs 
Bur after all, why muſt any dangerous Opi- 
bons be fix*d upon Diſputants at all? Why may 
4 5 we” Ys be allow'd to meet together, and 
freely to diſcuſs ſome RO Points in Dig 
N | with- 


181 


without any reflection on their Faith and Princi- 


ples? | 

I own, for my part, I always delighted in the 
Univerſity to take the wrong ſide of the queſtion, 
merely for the innocent Pleaſure of diſputing ;. this 


harmleſs Contention ſharpens the Underitanding, 


uickens the Memory, enlivens Converſation 5 
and is beſides always found the moſt effectual way 


to come at the clear knowledge of the Truth, by 


opening all obſcure Paſſages, and diſperſing Doubts, 
and removing all Blocks and Hindrances in the way 
to Light and Truth. 

Was ever any Man charg'd with Hereſy on 


this account, when the publick Exerciſe was over, 


or had any of his Principles call'd in queſtion for 
ſuch a free Diſputation? And if this be a uſeful 
Method in the Schools, pray why not in a private 
Houſe or Chamber, where Scholars meet for Diſ- 
courſ: and Improvement? Or muſt they, to efcape 
uncharitable Reproach and Cenſure, be always con- 
demn'd to a dull Converſation, by being all on one 


ſide, like my Lord Thomond's Cocks; and never 


ſtart a doubt in Company, to improve their Know- 
ledge, or enliven Diſcourſe, for fear forſooth of 
being charg'd with Hereſy or Deiſm, perhaps fif- 
teen Years after? 

BESIDFEFS, what Advantage would Religion re- 
ceive from this Silence of theirs ? Should the Cler- 
Sy, for inſtance, never ſtart any difficulty about 
Abraham's offering up his Son; yet Deiſts will be 
{ure to do it for us: and is it not proper then to 
propoſe their Gbjections, in order to obtain a Solu- 
tion of them; to ſtop the Mouths of our Adver- 
ſaries, and vindicate the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


God from their unjuſt Reproaches ? 
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Ax this I take to be the real Caſe of the Cler- 
gyman, Dr. Codex is pleas'd to be ſo angry with, 
who has been guilty it ſeems of that unpardonable 
Crime of modeſtly arguing on a very difficult point, 
for the clearer diſcovery of Truth and convicton of 
Infidels. | 

Bor were it otherways, and that a Perſon in his 
early Years ſhou'd happen to be poſſeſs'd with 
ſome wrong Notions in Divinity, as Dr. Codex was 
in Politicks; yet ſuch a Perſon, I think, may very 
fairly be clear'd by Dr. Codex's own Argument, p. 
19. which J will here tranſcribe, and leave him to 
apply it in a proper Manner. Fa Man, ſays be, 
by Conſideration and Reflection, and Converſe with 


Mankind, mates any Reformation in his Political Prin- 


ciples (and why not I pray in his Religious ones?) 
and upon conviction, declares himſelf in another way 
of thinking ; why ſhou'd his Integrity in this Point be 
calPd in queſtion, or bis change from worſe to better, 


be imputed to ſiniſter and unworthy Views ? 


LET Dr. Codex apply this as he ought, and he 
will ſoon drop his Argument againſt his Antago- 
niſt, and ask him Pardon into the bargain too. 

Bur Dr. Codex has this further to ſay in his own 
Defence, p. 20. that he has given ſince that Time 
ſufficient Teſtimony of contrary Sentiments, which 
he thinks a full Satisfaction and Atonement. 
Bur how, pray? Why, by an open and approv'd 
Zeal for the Government, ever ſince his Converſion. 
And has not the worthy Clergyman Iam pleading 
for, done this and much more roo, by ſhewing an 


2 uninterrupted Zeal for Religion from the very firſt, 


and without going through the Pangs of a Conver- 
ſion, which he never wanted, having always been 
whole and ſound in Principle from the very begin- 
7 EE ES ning, 
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ning, which is more than Dr. Codex can ſay for 
himſelf. 7 8 35 . , 8 fe” 


Bor all this it ſeems won't do, nor ſerve in any 


Cafe but Dr. Codex's own: what then wou'd this 
ſame famous Doctor have him do more? Why, that 
be fhou'd make ſatisfaftion to the Publick in theſe 
Points, in order to wipe off former Stains or Aſper- 
fions, juſt or unjuſt; p. 21. : 


Hzvy-Dey ! What have we got here! What, old 


Edmund Bonner, quondam Biſhop of London, come 
to life again, flaming hot, with Racks and Inqui- 
fitions about him, to torture us all into Confeſſions! 
HorResco REFerens! But good Doctor, not 
quite ſo faſt; let me ask you here a modeſt queſtion 
by the way, When did you take this Salutary Me- 
thod with yourſelf, which you preſcribe to others, 
and publickly recant your Jacobitical Errors, in 
order o wipe off your Stains and Aſperſions ? It your 
Converſion is ſincere and honeſt enough without it, 
why mayn't another Man's be ſo too; or if the At- 
tonement is not ſufficient, it is high time for you 
I'm ſure to begin firſt, and give ſatisfaction to the 
World, by renouncing your Errors as publickly, 
as you direct another to do, to be qualified for 
Preferment, 3 

Bur why is the Doctor ſo intent upon Ortho- 
doxy in this Diſpute, as to overlook every Thing 
elſe? Is not the ſame caution neceſſary in point of 
Life and Morals, as well as Opinions? Why more 
ſtir about Thinking well, than Living well? Why 
do you not call upon thoſe who are ſuſpected of 
loofe Living and irregular Practice, (which I think, 
whatever Dr. Cedex Wes. at leaſt full as bad as any 


falſe Io&rines or Opinions whatſoever) to publiſh 


their Repentance and Abhorrence of Immorality 


JF 
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and Lewdneſs, and let the World know they are 
thoroughly reconcil'd to a ſober and virtuous Life, 
in order to wipe off all Stains and Aſperſious, whether 
juſt or unjuſt, and to fit them for Preferment. 
Bor this perhaps wou*d be touching Dr. Codex 
a little too cloſe ; and he never meant an Inquiſition 
tor himſelf, he is a little too cunning for that, but 
for poor ſorry Scoundrel Hereticks, that have the 
Impudence not to be of his Party, and to think as 
he bids them. 

Bu T whatever Dr. Codex may think of his or- 
deal Fire, or his way of trying a Man's Innocence 
by Proclamation, or by any other Methods of his 
own deviſing, let me tell him, I fancy he 1s a lit- 
tle too nice and skittiſn to ſubmit to any ſuch Trial 
himſelf z which wou'd be apt, Pm afraid, to make 
him kick and skip moſt daintily. Nor indeed 


would this Method of the Doctor's anſwer any one 


good Intention, ſhould he happen to have one 
come into his Head on this occaſion, which has 
ſeldom been known to ach, or be in pain for Re- 
ligion. But let the Doctor pretend what he will, 
let me ask, whether he thinks the World is grown 
ſo good-natur'd on a ſudden, or is he himſelf fo 
kind, as to believe a Man innocent upon his own 
word, and becauſe he tells us ſo himſelf? If I 
know the Doctor right, I believe he would be the 
firſt Man that would laugh at ſuch kind of Evi- 
dence, | 

BESID ES, Dr. Codex, I'm ſure, underſlands well 
enough, that the very charging an innocent Man 


| publickly, with Guilt or Suſpicion, is rendring him 


guilty in the Opinion of many; which may bring 


a laſting Injury to Religion, as well as to the Per- 


ſon himſelf, and caſt ſuch a Stain and Blemiſh on 


f 22 


his Name, as Dr. Codex, with ALL his Art, (which 


allowed to be as great as any Man's; and tho? 
A ſhould happen for once to apply it the right 
way) would never be able to waſh out : But thar, 
1 fancy, will give the Doctor no great Pain, if 
he can but have the Pleaſure of disfiguring the 
Man he hates, and making him adious and con- 


temptible to the World. 


Bor to give Dr. Codex ſtill more Satisfaction, 


as to the real Worth and Character of this Clergy- 


man, I am very well aſſur'd, the worthy Gentle- 
man he is ſo free with, and has thus inhumanely 
treated, has Virtues in him that would fit very 


well upon the Doctor himſelf, and be the greateſt 


Ornament of any thing about him. 

Ix a conſtant and devout Attendance on all the 
Offices of the Church, with a faithful Diſcharge of 
the whole Paſtoral Office; if Piety and Charity, 
if Humility. and Meekneſs, if the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Sobriety and Temperance, if the moſt open and ge- 


nerqus Hoſpitality, and daily repeated Inſtances of 


Good-Nature, Tenderneſs and Compaſſion to the 
Poor, are any Proofs of a ſound Faith, (as I take them 
to be the very beſt, whatever the Doctor may think) 
this Gentleman can eaſily produce the Fa, Evi- 
dences of this kind; and let Dr. Codex ſhow better 
Marks of his own Faith, if he can. But if Dr. 
Codex has any particular Fancy of his own, and 
chuſes rather to ſhew his Faith without Works, after 
the modern Faſhion, why then let him jog on his 
own way, if he pleaſes, and make the beſt of it, 
But why ſhould he be angry with this Gentleman 
for the good Opinion he has of St. James, and tak- 
ing him for his Guide? and for chuſing to ſhew 
his Faith by his Works, as he bids him? 
Upon theſe Principles it is he grudges no Ex- 
pence 
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7 they eafily imbibe, when it comes thus powerfully 
recommended, and is obſerved to have ſuch an Hag. 
Py Influence on theLives and Morals of itsVotaties: 
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pence to carry on the Great Work of Re- 
ligion, but by the moſt extenſive Alms, and dif- 
fuſive Charity, to which he adds all the Beauty and 
Charms of the moſt affable and obliging Carriage: 
he is careful to adorn the Doctrine of our Great 
Mafter in all things; and to inſpire all about hit 
with juſt Notions and Sentiments of Religion; which 


Or HO DORT, he likes in its place, a8 Well 


as Dr. Codex; but he does. not care to reft. wholly 
in Sounds, as many others do, but ſnews the Jillt- 
= neſs of his Thoughts by the 

in giving full Proofs of his ſound Faith; by che 


by the Exactnefs of his Life; 


genuine Fruits it 'ought always to produce in its 


e true Profeſſors, This makes him careful to jon 


always with the Offering of his Lips, the more 


FN "and" GHut Woke 
Z which are fadly omitted by many, (I don't _ 
| f ther 


Dr. Codex) who ate apt to place the whole of x 


Religion in Orthodoxy, and a few external Rites, 


becauſe it is a cheap Service, and coſts little or no- 


thing, and faves all the Trouble and Pangs of à 


Bur Orthodoxy, with ſome, ſupplies all De- 


feccts: Let them live as they will, chey are ftilk 
Whole and found, they think, and out of all dan- 
3 ger. if they do but believe right, and are truly 


rthodox ; a Fig, fay they, for à ſevere Religion 


or coſtly Worſhip: after this, down with Charity 
and good Works, and other uncomfortable Gra- 
ces, which are eſteem'd by ſuch Men as meer 
PFrumpery, and as the heavy Lumber only, and 
expenſtve Luggage of Religion. e 
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I have now done with Dr. Codex*s Modeſt Reply, 


but I can't yet part with the Doctor himſelf, with- 
out a word or two of friendly Advice. 


s 


As Power, my good Doctor, is a Ae and 
dangerous Inſtrument, if not rightly uſed, and re- 


quires great Wiſdom, Temper and Juſtice, to ma- 


nage well; let me adviſe you, for the future, to 
retire, and to content your ſelf with your former 


Conqueſts, and commit the Reins to the Hands 


of Men of more Temper, Knowledge, and un- 
biaſs'd Judgment; who have greater Skill and Pru- 
dence to direct them right: and as you boaſt much 
of great Truſt and Confidence repos' d in you, tis 


al fit, now in your declining Days, to begin 
ma 
7 


ing ſerious Reflections how well you have us'd 
it, that you may, not have at laſt the Groans and 
Tears of any injur'd Perſons to plead againſt you, 


which would be a heavy Charge, if ſuch a thing 


ſhould happen; there being no Eloquence ſo mov- 
ing as the Cries of the Opprefled, nothing that 
ſooner reaches the Court of Heaven, to bring down 
NETS of Vengeance on the Head of the Oppreſ- 
OT, | Jr a." 6 N 5 5 : 2 
Ap as no Wiſdom is able to ſecure us from 
Error, we may be allowed to ſuppoſe, that Dr. 
Codex himſelf may poſſibly have fail'd in ſome 
part of his Deſcriptions and Characters ; and if upon 


- a ſerious Examination of himſelf, he finds he has 


committed any fatal Miſtakes, we. may preſume. 
that a Perſon of his ſcrupulous Conſcience, will 
not ſuffer his Eyes to ſleep, or his Eye-Lids to flum- 
ber, till he has gone about and acknowledged his 
8 and procured Satisfaction to the Perſons he 


incautiouſly injur'd, (for we will not ſuppoſe 1 


the 


8 
the leaſt Malice or Ill nature where the good Doctor 
is concerned.) dT 15s : 
Let me further adviſe you, Doctor, to abhor 
the Title of a ſubtle and cunning Man; a Cha- 
rater which is often branded with Reproach, and 
comes within the reach of the meaneſt Genius and 


Capacity, that can bear to give up his Honour and 


Conſcience for ſo low a Prize. You can't but know 
your ſelf, that Craft and Diſſimulation have no Stamp 
or Image of Chriſtian, Graces upon them, however 
current they may paſs amongſt political Virtues. 
Study then, by all the Offices of Good - nature, 
Kindneſs and Sincerity, to be wiſe unts Salvation, 
and thereby atlohe for any former Negletts of this kind 


| | you may have been guilty of. 


. DiscovRace the baſe Arts of Informing 
amongſt the Clergy, and abhor Spies, as Incendi- 


aries of the worſt fort; that blow up generally the 


faireſt Characters, and make a willing Sacrifice of 
the beſt Reputations, to earn the Smiles of their Pa- 


tron, What . Wretches theſe are, we may judge 


from̃ the Common Senſe of Mankind about them. 
How often have I feen a whole Room ſtart, 
ſeem all in a Fright, ready almoſt to fall into Con- 


vulſions at the very firſt Sight of one of theſe Vi- 


pers comirg in amongſt them ! Ahd no wonder, 
lince they ſpread infection all about; and carry cer- 


tain D-ath and Deſtruction in theit Tongues. 


War fine blooming Names and Characters 


have 1 known on a ſudden Blaſted, languiſh and 
die away, at the very Touch of one of theſe poiſo- 


nous Creatures; and what Numbers of innocent 

,+4* a a . . » 8 . 1 7 
Families may we now fee languiſhing in painful 
Anxi-ty and Grief, from a Wound received from 


= | : Ss | RR 
their invenom'd Darts? which has cramp'd their 
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Fortunes, and blaſted all their Hopes. The Doe+ 
tot, tis hoped, will in an inftant turn ſome of his 
ſerious Thoughts this way 3 and do all he can to. 
apply ſome powerful Remedies. to the many Miſ- 
Chiefs theſe Boute-Feus have committed; and which 
they have made him, perhaps, too often; the fatal 
-Inftrument;of..  —_ EW 
Disc ARD then all ſuch. profligate Wretches 
as uſeleſs to your ſelf, as well as dangerous to 
others: From ſuch as theſe tis impoſſible to re- 
ceive any juſt Information, who have not the leaſt 
Regard for Truth and Juſtice, _ but greedily ſell. 
their baſe venal Tongues at any Price: They are 
therefore look'd on with Horror by all honeſt Men, 
and ſhunn'd as a Common Plague and Nuſance. 
WII regard to Politicks, let me adviſe the 
Doctor, amongſt many other Inſtances of Loyalty, 
which I hope he will never forget, ro expreſs his 
Duty and Zeal for our moſt gracious. Sovereign, 
and the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment we are bleſsd_ 
with, by giving all Encouragement to true Piety 
and Virtue, to Truth and Righteouſneſs, as the 
beſt and firmeſt Supports of the Throne, 

CRUS E for your Favourites Men of known 
and approved Virtue, of Probity and Honour, of 
true Piety and Worth; and ſhew the good Uſe you 
make of Power and Authority, of any Truſt and 
Confidence repoſed in you, by endeavouring tb 
reſcue injur*d Innocenee and Virtue from Oppreſſion 
and Wrong. . 5 

A Temper thus happily employ'd in promoting 
:Virtue and doing Good, may come, in time, to 
make you the Delight of Mankind, and far beyond 
the Power of all little Arts and Tricks ſo. much in 
Vogue, raiſe. you in the Eſteem of all that are iroly | 
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wiſe and good; and may prove ſome Attonement 
alſo, for any former Neglects or Omiſſions of thoſe. 
important Duties, which are the moſt valuable In- | 
gredients in the Character of a good Man. 

WriTHrowyT this, a Man may bawl out his 
Creed till his Lungs ache, and all the time paſs for 
an Infidel in the ſight of God. 
By ſuch Methods as theſe, Doctor, will you 


ſhew a real Affection for the Church and Clergy, 


and a true Concern for their Intereſt ; Piety and 
Learning will be nouriſh'd by theſe uſeful Helps : 

And by ſetting publick Marks of Honour upon 
Virtue and Goodneſs, and letting the World ſee, 
that the ſureſt Step to your Favour and Protection, 
is to be truly Good, you'll do far greater Service 
to Religion, and ee to the Clergy, than the 


moſt labour'd Harangues, or moſt pathetick De- 
clamations in their r will ever be able to do 
without it. | 


Errat. 2 15. Ln large budgets. 
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